
Logbook Entries related to 
Instrument Instruction

Area of Operation II - Task D Content

1. Flight Instructor Records

2. Logbook Entries

3. Practical Test Recommendation & Endorsements

4. IPC Endorsements

5. Re-Test

Key References: 
• AC 61-65J (Certification: Pilots and Flight and Ground Instructors) – Appendix A: Endorsements
• 14 CFR 61.51 (Pilot Logbook) 
• Other Part 61 regulations
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Before we start…

• Logbook is an official document

• Logbook entries have legal value – need to be accurate, legible, complete and in line with the FAR
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1. Flight Instructor Records

• 14 CFR 61.189

• A flight instructor must sign the logbook of each person that has given flight/ground training

• A flight instructor must keep records for 3 years of the persons they have:

• Endorsed for Solo

o Name | Date

• Endorsed for Knowledge or Practical Test

o Name | Date | Kind of Test | Result
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2. Logbook Entries

• 14 CFR 61.51

• This FAR details what must be logged, when a pilot can log PIC
to satisfy ratings / aeronautical experience and recency

• Logbook entry for aeronautical experience must include:

• Basic data: Date | Departure | Arrival | Flight Time | Safety Pilot Name (if applicable)

• Aircraft data: Make & Model (i.e. C172) | Identification (i.e. N123SP)

• Type of Experience: PIC | SIC | Solo | Dual | Ground Trainer (i.e. AATD)

• Flight Conditions: Day | Night | Actual Instruments | Sim Instruments

(e)(1) Private/Comm/ATP/Sports/Recreational (*not comprehensive)
• Sole manipulator of controls for which is rated
• Sole occupant
• More than 1 pilot needed under type certificate
• Performs duties as PIC under supervision

(e)(3) Flight Instructor
• While giving training if rated to act as PIC

(e)(4) Student Pilot:
• Sole occupant w/ solo endorsement, under training
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2. Logbook Entries | Instrument Specific

• Logging Instrument Time [61.51(g)]

o Operating solely by reference to instruments…

o Student: only if in actual or sim instrument conditions

o Instructor: only in actual instrument conditions

o Flight Simulator: instructor needs to observe student
in order to log towards aeronautical experience.

• Logging Instrument Approach [Info 15012, 2015]

o Must be established from IAF (or vectored to intercept)
to each required segment of IAP (down to MDA/DA)
by reference to instruments. If simulated, needs
view-limiting device and safety pilot. If actual IMC,
can still log the approach if conditions change from
IMC to VMC after FAF 

• Logging Training Time [61.51(h)]
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/part-61/section-61.51#p-61.51(g)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/part-61/section-61.51#p-61.51(h)


3. Practical Test Recommendation

• 61.65(a): Instrument Rating Requirements

• 61.65(b): Aeronautical Knowledge

• 61.65(c): Flight Proficiency

• 61.65(d): Aeronautical Experience

o 50h of XC time as PIC (10h in an Airplane)

o 40h of Act/Sim Instrument time in the areas of 61.65(c)

o 15h of those by a CFII (3h withing 2 cal months)

o IFR XC 250nm+ with 3 kinds of approaches (nav systems)

Notes:

• If plans to pursue Commercial certification next, CFII should log 61.129(a)(3)(i)
where appropriate – w/ view limiting devices, 10h – in addition to 61.65(c)

• 3 approaches: FAA rescinded the Glaser and Pratte legal interpretations in 2022, 
clarifying the requirement to be “3 kinds of approaches” and not “3 nav systems”.
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3. Practical Test Recommendation | IR Endorsements

• AC 61.65J – Certification: Pilots and
Flight and Ground Instructors

• 3 endorsements needed

NOTE:
A.40 covers both A.1 and A.2 for Instrument,

so A1 and A2 are not needed
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https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/1043278


• 14 CFR 61.183
• (d) Endorsement for FOI → Already have from the CFI certificate
• (e) Pass knowledge test for FOI → Not required (Already hold a CFI certificate)
• (f) Pass knowledge test for the rating thought ➔ A2 (if less than 100%)
• (g) Endorsement on areas of operations 61.187(b)(7) ➔ A44 and A1
• (i) Endorsement Spin Awareness → Already have from the CFI certificate

3. Practical Test Recommendation | CFII Endorsements

Not listed
as required
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4. IPC Endorsements

• Endorsement after completion of an Instrument Proficiency Check (IPC)

• If unsuccessful:

o No entry reflecting unsatisfactory performance is required

• If successful:

o Endorsement is given as below (AC 61-65J, Appendix A)

Note: IPC regulation can be found on 61.57(d)
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5. Re-Test
(E) Reapplying for a Practical Test

Following Notice of Disapproval (Form 8060-5)
• New Endorsement stating that remedy training has been given and is prepared for the test

o A.73 – Retesting after failure of a knowledge or practical test: 61.49
• New IACRA / Form 8710

Following Letter of Discontinuance (just a letter)
• No additional endorsement needed
• Form 8710 is just returned to applicant w/ the LoD

(F) Time Limit (61.43, 61.39, and addressed on AC 61-65h 12.5)

• FAR 61.43(e) – Practical test can be discontinued for 4 reasons:
o Fail one or more areas of operation
o Inclement weather, Airworthiness, Safety of flight concern

• FAR 61.43(f) – If a test is discontinued, the applicant gets credit for the areas that they already passed
if passes the remainder of the test within 60 days after discontinuance

• NOTE ➔ FAR 61.39(f) “…all remaining increments must be completed within 2 calendar months after the 
month the applicant began the test” … or “…the applicant must retake the entire test” 61.39(g)
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Questions?
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