
Landing from a Straight-in 
Approach

Area of Operation VIII - Task E

Key References: 
• Instrument Flying Handbook
• Instrument Procedures Handbook
• AIM
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1. Introduction

• What: Transition from an instrument approach to a visual approach for landing

• Why: There are small but important differences when landing from an instrument approach, particularly when 
transitioning from instruments to visual, versus the normal VFR landing out of a pattern 

• Before we start… a note about Visibility

o Must have the minimum visibility required on the IAP to land

o Pilot is responsible for assessing/determining if visibility is sufficient

✓ Even if the reported visibility is above minimums, the pilot
must go Missed if actual/assessed visibility is below

o Visibility reported by ATC:

✓ Prevailing Visibility (miles)
Greatest horizontal visibility in a half-horizon

✓ Runway Visual Range (RVR, feet)
Horizontal distance from the approach end of the runway
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2. Visibility Requirements

• Published minimums are based on 
the operation of all associated 
components & visual aids

• Higher minimums are required with 
inoperative equipment (TPP)

• Conversion from RVR to Miles
also available in the TPP
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3. Transition to Visual Flight

• Acquire a Visual Reference
o Approaching DA/MDA, split attention between inside & outside

• Visual References
o ALS: May continue to 100’ above TDZE

o Threshold (Markings, Lights)

o Touchdown Zone (Markings, Lights)

o Runway (Markings, Lights)

o REIL, VASI

• Use the VASI or PAPI to smoothly transition to visual flight 
o If none, establish a normal landing site picture

• Continue to use Visual + Instrument Indications

• Note factors that may affect landing
o Sloped runway, lighting, haze, rain, etc
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3. Transition to Visual Flight

• Maintain a Stable Approach
o Simplifies the transition to visual flight

o Identify and use the Visual Descent Point (VDP)

o Set approach gates: if certain criteria not met → go around

• Use Checklist
o Once visual and stable, verify/recheck checklist is complete

o Maintain a normal approach speed

• Attention to ATC advisories
o NOTAMs, Windshear, Wake Turbulence, Runway Conditions, Birds, etc

o Adjust and make decisions as required

• Attention to Traffic and Obstacles
o Once in VMC → See and avoid

o Particularly in non-towered fields, be mindful of traffic in the
pattern, and/or aircraft departing towards you
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Questions?
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